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1 cannot: but ih that the Nature of it 
pe well conſidered before hand by all ſue 
Joun Perſons as are then to be preſented io 
5 — wats — 2 
mportance, come to ar- 
rake of the Benefit of this rdinance. In r- 
uer therefore to aſſiſt you in that. Pr on, 
0-1 will lay hefore-you i in ' a plairy tamiha 
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Tuffitution 7 WT 


IL Its true ; Nature and Rank; 


III. The Süpulstions "ae Conditions to BY 
be entered 1 into at Confirmation; ; | 


iv. The Benefit a and Uſefulneſs of the | 


Office; 
„ The proper Age © WORWINE it; 


VI. The Duties and Obligations which | 
| 10 compiehended and implied therein. 73 ] 


| VE. This Inftitution is of primitive Anti- 

quity in the Chriſtian Church, and derives } 
its Authority frofrthe holy" Scriptures. For 
tthere the Laying on of Hands (by which has 
always been underſtood the Rite of Confir- i 
mation) isreckoned, as well as Baptiſm, a. 
the original, fundamental Principles of | 
nity. Heb. vi. 2. We may chere. 


ore well 8 it to have been the con- 


ſtamt Cuſtom (of which ſeveral Inftances are 
actually recorded) that in the earlieſt Times 
they who were converted and became Chriſ- 
 -tians, were after wards by Impoſition of Hands 
_ CONFIRMED in the Religion they had cho- 
ſeri : that is, they were —— — 3 
N . Faith 2 rat 1 


ned and ſupported in their Chriſtian Courſe 
by the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit 
conveyed by the laying on of Hands. This 
dias ther done by the Apoſtles, who were en- 
o abled to confer many miraculous Powers pe- 
culiar indeed to thoſe Days, becauſe they 
I were ther particularly requiſite for the more 
8 38 ſpeedy and effectual Propogation of the Goſ- 
Ii pel. But befides theſe extraordinary Giftsof 
the Spirit, which continued no longer in the 
Church than they were neceſſary to that End, 
BM the Apoſtles likewiſe unqueſtionably confer- 
bh red the ordinary ones, which are of perpetual 
) WM Vſe and Neceſſity in all Times, and which 
by St. Paul's Method of Reaſoning concern- 
i- IF ing thoſe wonderful Gifts, we are authoriſed 
2s to eſteem as a more excellent Way. 1 Cor. 
r hl ti. 31. I mean-ſuch ſpiritual Aids and Af- 
fiſtances, as by helping the Infirmities of our 
r- 88 frail and corrupt Nature, and ſtrengthning 
a- 288 virtuous and religious Diſpoſitions in the 
df 8 Heart, _ counteract the force of Temp- - 
c. 3 tation, and firmly eſtabliſh;:Men-in the PracC- 


es Nov theſe Gifts of Grace and Holineſs are 
no Doubt ſtill mercifylly continued to God's 

us faithful People, when ſought for with devout 

— 4 and Prayer. God hath pro- 

miſed without any Lunitation of Time, to 

his holy Spirit to every one that aſks it: 
| A 93 „„ 
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And: cafi we doubt that be will hear the de. 

= Prayers of his Church, ſolemaly afſem- 

together in his Preſence, with an Intent 

8 the religious Principles of the riſ- 

a ee eee e 

F their Hearts ? Chriſt 1 — 
erever two or three ſhall be red. t 


7 his Name, there will he be in the 
: And can we doubt his . 


in ? He vouchſafed with the moſt af. 
ionate and tender Condeſcenſion to take 
Children up in his Arms, to lay his 
= upon them and bleſs then, echoing 
Sol eh; is the Kingdom of And 
Q2nn we think that he will rejeQ the free-will | 
Offering of ſuch as are defirous folemnly to 
dedicate the Prime of their Life to his Yer: 
viee ? God was pleaſed in a ſupern atural and | 
 mirgeulous Manner by the Hands ne of the A- 
4 5 es to confer the extraordinary Gifts at 
the holy Spirit: Ag may we not moſt aſſur : 
edly trüſt, that He who is no Reſj , 
Herſons, that He who Has N ed to be 
with his Church to the End 1 . e id, g 4 
See will ke lent e and | 
ernment, W to 3 
"bleſs every Ordinance, by whomſoever ad- 
miniſtred, the Objett of which is the increat. 
ing and eſtabliſhin g the Influence of Piety and | 
| 1 88 e e bathe very Fw 


04 Res of the pious Work we are en- 


| for which the as of Chriſt neren 
wax appointed? - » N77 ; 


"a then is * Amiqui 8 fach 
Authority of Seen 192 ge 
Example of the Apoſtles, and moſt reaſong- 
continued down through the ſeveral Ages 
ke 8 upon this 1 1. 1 
keg the Goodneſs and Grace of God, 
when dul implored, will . be exten 
port hem the of Te | and N hie- 
port in a o rum ann Rig 
ouſneſs. | 


C443 4 


L E true de Nature Confirmation with 

its prope! iſtian Ordinances 

which is is our — Point) ll eaſily be under- 
from what hath been already fai ſaid. 


CE is an Apoſtolical Prafice, not founded 
-ypon any blind Tradition, hut recorded in 
Dae and upon that we reſt it: : Not that | 
ve account it a Sacrament (as it is held in the 
Church. of Rome) for this plain Reaſon, that 
it has no external Sign, or Form, appointe 
by Chriſt, which you all know, is eſſential ta 
the: Inſtitution of a Sacrament properly. fo 
called. They do indeed ſuppoſe the Chriſm, 
together with the 5 8 ign of the Croſs, to be the 

Form, -or outward and viſible Sign of this 
Ordinance: but it is a Sign appointed not by 
Chriſt, but 1 ä — colour ot 
3 
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Authority from Scripture, or any Precedent 
of the primitive Church. In the firſt and 
pureſt Ba s of Chriſtianity, Confirmation 
Was admimftred without any other Ceremo- 
"mes than laying on of Hands with Prayer 

And this is the Precedent which is followe 
by our Church, according to the original 


F kd 

4 21 
7 * 2 
4; 


Simplicity of the Inſtitution. 


The laying on of Hands, is obviouſly ſig- 
'nificant- of Affectien and Good will, as ap- 
pears both by the Practice of the Patriarchs, 
And that of our bleſſed Saviour already allud. 
ed to. This external Act, though not of the 
Nature of a Sacrament, is yet juſtly ſtyled a 
Sign to certify the Perſons confirmed of God's i 
Favour to them, a Token and Memorial ot 
"the Divine Gifts and Graces accompanying i 
the due Uſe of this religious Office. Not that 
x pretend to have the Power of conveying 
the Divine Fayour, and Bleſſing of our own : 
arbitrary Will and Pleaſure; for that cannot 
be conveyed by the Hands or the Prayers of ⁶ 
wy Man whatſoever, but to ſuch only as are 
© duly qualified by the good Diſpoſition of iſ 

their Hearts to receive it. It is not ours to 
& ee it hall be given by our heaven 

Father to them who are prepared for it; to 

| them who lift up their Hearts from earthly 

-  _ things to heavenly, and take Care to become 

. - fit Temples for the Holy Choſꝶt. 


III. Hence | 
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CONFIRMATION. 8 
III. Hence ariſeth, gdly the Neceſſity & 
7 Certain ſolemn Stipulations and Promiles 

| be made beben Confirmation i is: 


The Apo ee ee e gern e 
poſed to —— laid their Hands on any for 
Purpoſe of conferring. the Gifts of the Hol: 
Spirit without a certain Aſſurance of their 
hering to the Profeſſion they had embraced. 
| Much leſs. do wE, their unworthy Succeſ- 
ſors !- preſume. to adminiſter the. Office of 
Peace without requiring {pur Church . 
hath: cxpreſly 2 it) an explicit and 
perſonal Declaration from every one who 
comes to be confirmed, that he doth, in the 
88 © Preſence of God and of the Con ngregation 
Xt © renew the ſolemn Promiſe and Vow, that 
vas made in his Name at his Baptiſm; ra- 
= © tifying and confirming the ſame in his on 
38 © Perſon, and acknowledging himfelfboundto 
believe and to do all thoſe things which his 
3X8 © Godfathers and Godmothers then under- 
2X * took for him.“ Every Perſon. is aſked 
3 whether he does this, and before the Office is 
B proceeded 1 in he muſt ſolemnly anſwer 1 
vo.“ Whoever then comes to be confirm- 
= ed, Ay Yeah of imagining that he has nothin 
00 do but receive the Biſhop's Bleſſing, mult | 
on the. contrary ſeriouſly conſider that he 
hath an important Office to perform, which 
if he doth-not perform, no Bleſſing, no Ef- 
ic@ of the Bleſſing will follow. or, as in 
LT ET = 


he 
32 
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Baptiſm it is not the mere Ceremony of ſprink- 
Jing or waſhing the Body with Water that 
can ſave us, but the Anſwer of a good Con- 
ſcience towards God; or in other Words, a 

Covenant conſcientiouſly entered into witg 

| God, that the Heart ſhall be ſprinkled (as the 3 

| Scripture expreſſes it) from an evil Conſci- | 

| ence, which is declared for the Infant by its 
Sponſers; ſo in like Manner in this Office 
the ſame Engagement and Covenant is made 
by the Perſons themſelves, who being now 
come to Years of Diſcretion, publickly pro- 
feſs, that they are bound to. believe ot do 
whatſoever was promiſed in their Name and 

Boehalf; which is expreſſed in the Catechiſm RF 

in theſe three Particulars; viz. *© 1ſt that 
* they will renounce the Devil and all his 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World and all the. finful Lufts of 

| the Fleſh ; 2dly, that they will believe al! 

* theArticles of the Chriſtian Faith, and gdly, 

that they will keep God's holy Will and 

© Commandments and walk in the ſame all 

\* the Days of their Life.“ I ſtate the very A 

Words of the Catechiſin, as being probablv i 
moſt familiar to the Youth who are about to 
be preſented for Confirmation; but I truſt, i 

- nevertheleſs, that there are a fe of them, to 

. whomthe full Senſe and Import of this ſolemn 

Renunciation and Promiſe have not been du- 8 

| If explained by their Parents, or their Paſtors, 4 

it not by both. Sure I am, too much Care 
| 2 | cannot 


-- 


and Seriouſneſs! 


* Without ſuch a Stipulation as this, the Of- 


co N FIR MAT1 O N. 11 


 eannot be taken in this Point by either. Nei- 


ther is the additional Attention of the Spon- 


fors, where it can be applied, and there is 


Need of it, w any Means to. be diſpenſed 
with. The Church has appointed them for 


the Purpoſe of ſuperintending the religious 


Education of the Child, and they have en- 
tered into a voluntary Engagement, that they 
will, as far as in them lies, provide that he 


4 | ſhall be brought up to lead a Godly and 
X - Chriſtian Life. This Engagement you are 


now to diſcharge them from and to take upon 
yourſelves. May you do ſo with Sincerity 


fice of Confirmation, it muſt be confeſſed, 
would be but-an uſeleſs and unmeaning Su- 
E whilſt on the other Hand, if this 

e duly attended to, it cannot but, appear to 


the ſerious and unprejudiced a moſt rational, 


venerable and important Rite. Under this 
Deſcription it was conſented to and approved 
by the moſt learned Lutheran Doctors (in a 
Conference at Ratiſbon 1541) © as a religi- 
* ous Rite of the higheſt Advantage to the 


Edification of Youth and of the whole 
Church, agreeable to Scripture and uncor- 
* rupt Antiquity.” Nor is Calvin's Teſti- 


mony wanting in Favour of this Practice. 
| His 


* Chemniti Exam. Cone. Trident, part 2, 
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His Words are, Such Impoſition of Hands 
implies no more than a Benediction I com- 
* mend, and with it were inſtantly reſtored 
to its genuine Uſe.” And again; The 
* Geſtare uſed by the Apoſtles, I look upon 
* as a Recommendation and Offering as it 

_ ** were, of the Perſon to God.“ And he is 
Tollowed in his Opmion of the Utility and 
Expediency of Confirmation by ſome of the 

moſt eminent Divines of his Perſuaſion.) i 

Such was the early opinion of the Foreigg 
Churches concerning this Rite when admi- 
Niſtred in its proper Form and primitive Sim- 
plicity; and nothing but the unhappy Defecrt 
In their Form of Church Government can he 

Juppoſed to have prevented their adopting it. 
Indeed the Practice is ſaid to have been ſoũde 
Feats ſince actually reſtored at Geneva, t au- 

"thenfic Proofs of the Fact may be ſeen in the 
Library of Trinity College, Dublin. And 

much it were to be wiſhed that our diſſenting 

Brethren" might be prevailed on to follow ſo 

"Jaudable an Example; nor is it entirely to be 

deſpaired of; ſeveral of the moſt diſtinguiſſied 

Characters for Piety and Learning, and there 

fore of the higheſt Authority among _ 
8 * 


tervaldi Compend. Theol. Chriſt, part 2. Y 
+ Abp. Secker's Scrm. on ion, 
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i to make before the Congregation a 
pu 


hem Grace to fulfil their Promiſe, and after 


Ag. . 
* Mr, Baxter, Mr, Calzmy, and otherty 
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a ſuitable Exhortation, they kneel down, 
when ſeveral Prayers are offered up for them, 
and the Office concludes with the very ſame 
Benediction as ours. This religious Cere- 
mony is held to be ſo indiſpenſable, thatwith- 3 
out it none are acknowledged to be Members 
of their Church, nor admitted to the hol 

Communion. See the Liturgy of Neufchaiel. 


This Life is a State of Probation, which ne- 
ceſſarily requires moral Reſtraint and Self 
Government, and numerous are the Trials 
which, reſult from thence, though they are 


no other than the gracious glad 5 es of Divine 
Providence for the Proof and Improvement 


of Virtue ; but beſides theſe, there is a Va- 
riety of Temptations ariſing from the Frailty 
of Nature and the Perverſeneſs of corrupt 
Appetites; from the Circumſtances of the 
State of Life they are placed in, whether it 
be a State of Labour and Care, or of Eaſe and 
Enjoyment (and it is difficult to ſay which of 
thoſe two Conditions is more dangerous to ü 
Virtue) for alas! what Incident or Circum- 

Nance of human Life doth not bring its own % 
reſpective Temptation; whilſt the werbe of 
Souls is continually ſetting his Snares and a- 
vailing himſelf of every Art that the moſt ex- 
quiſite and malicious Subtilty can Suggeſt ? 
This being the Caſe, how can unexperienced 
and Anu ecting Youth be better guarded 
againſt theſe Dangers, how can they be more 
-— Mkt: os effectually 
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i eſſectually trained up in the Way oy ſhould 
20, than by ſuch a Solemnity as this? 


on 


= be adminiſtr 


c O NATO. 26 


Something like this was practiſed among 
the Jews. 1 young Perſon at the Age 
of Thirteen Vears being obliged to give a 
Proof before the Congregation of his Know- 
ledge of the Law, and to make a ſolemn De- 


22 


claration that from that Time forward, he 


looked upon himſelf as anſwerable for His own 


Actions, and took the Conſequences on his 
own Head, for which before this Ceremony 
the Father was held to be accountable: and 
the Rite concluded with ſuitable Prayers and 
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V. The Age at which Confirmation is'to 

wn is by our Church, with her 
uſual Wiſdom and Moderation, deſcribed in 
general Terms, requiring only that it be a 
competent Age, without any other Determina- 


tion than that young Perſons be able © to ſay 
MF © the Creed, the Lord's Prayer and the Ten 


* Commandments, and anſwer to the other 


3X © Queſtions in the Cathechiſm.” By which 


however, it muſt have been intended not on- 


A | ly that they ſhould perfectly repeat the Ru- 


iments of their Religion by Rote, but that 


E Heng well inſtructed in the Meaning, and ſe- 


riouſly entering into the Force and Spirit of 


3 them, they ſhould be able to underftand the 
Importance and Neceſſity of Faith in God 


A8 through 


* 
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| and of Rep ntance from 8 and a 
2 to ſerve pe living LY, in the Love 
and Practice of Holineſs > d Virtue. 1 47 
a 7725 erſon is impreſſed with a juſt Senſe 
theſe Things, he is. 2 of a competent 
ge to be brought to the Biſhop to be Con- 
frmed, but not before. _And although the 
Capacity of the human Mind, as well as the 
Opportunities of Inſtruction and Knowledge, 
o exceedingly. various, that no certai! 
Age can be peremptorily ſpecified, becauſe WM 
none can exactly ſuit every articular C Cafe, 8 
Fe it is the carneſt Peſire of thoſe to whom 
s Office is committed i our Church, tha 
— be preſented but ſuch as are qualified in 
the Manner that has juſt been deſcribed ; and 
as far as 2 general Rule can take Place, the 
Ye expefled to have attained their fourteen 
ear. A late moſt e inent Pielate, (whoſe 
Sentiments command great Reſpect) e re- 
commends the Age a 1 teen Years : and fot 
my own. Part, t ter my Opinion fully 
and freely on As Ju je, I think the whole 
F and Efficacy o Confirmation depends 
ſo much on the Mannie of Underſtanding 
and Seriouſgeſs of Diſpoſition, that I cannot 
but requeſt ſt that the young Perſons to be pre- i 
ſented to me ſhould not only be of riper Years, ſ 
than-many frequently are, when they come WM 
to be Confirmed, but ſhould alſo be well pre 
bare 


+ Dr. Gibſon, Biſhop of London, i in his Di- 
reftions in order to Confirmation, 7 
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& pared to receive the holy Communion on the 


4 Y K 
0 
y 1 
©: 


ſet before him, endured the Cro | 
. the Shame, and is ſet down at the right Hand 


next Occafion, F _. 


The Celebration of the Lord's Supper is 


acknowledged'to be the higheſt and moſt ſo- 
lemn Part of publick Worſhip ; but it is a- 
las] the moſt neglected, whether it be through 


| groundleſs Scruples, or hardened Indiffer- 


ence. Some, perhaps, by indulging crude 


Notions of the ſublime and myſterious Na- 


ture of the Sacrament, may be gverwhelmed 
by a Senſe of their own Unwerthineſs, and 
ſo by a moſt ſtrange Perverſion, the very 
Height of their Veneration for its awful Sanc- 
tity drives them into a Diſuſe of it. Such as 


cheſe, whoſe Error proceeds from a Diſpoſi- 


tion, though ill directed, yet truly religious, 
are to be treated with great Compaſſion, and 
may be taught, one would hope, to adopt 
more proper Notions, by contemplating that 
holy Inſtitution in its practical and gracious 
Intention to ſtrengthen and confirm the Soul 
in Habits of Goodneſs, and to refreſn and 


comfort us leſt we be wearied and faint in our 
Minds. In all our Conflicts it is moſt uſeful 
for us to look unto Jeſus the Author and Fi- 


niſher of our Faith, who for the yn _ 
s, deſpiſing 


of the Throne of God. It is our Duty to ſet 


him before us as our Pattern and follow his 


A9 | Steps, 
* This. is expreſly required in the Review of 


.the Office, 1609. 
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Steps. His Humility conſiſted not in de- 
Elining, hut obeying the Will of God, and ſo 
_ ought ours. - In a ffri&t Senſe none of us can 
the leſs worthy of them we know ourſelves 
to be, the greater ought to be our Thankfulnefs 
for them; and is not the holy Communion 
a Hacrifide, as it were, of Praife and Thank. 
Eivifig, which it muſt, -ſurely, be meet and 
Tight and-our bounden Duty to offer ? Nor 
can any kind of Unworthineſs, except Sin 


” F 
„ 


7 bfted in without Repentance, be any juſt 
Hinderance to communicating. Fa 
The Nature and the Occafion of St. Paul's 
Cor. xi. have been much miſunderſtood. He 
threatens temporal Putiiſhment, viz. Sicknefs 
and Death: We are too apt raſhly to extend 
it to everlaſting Puniſhment in the World to 
come; for which his Words give no juſt 
Ground. What he there condemns, Was no 
Doubt, an Act of the moſt outrageous Pro- 
 faneneſs. The Corinthians, in their Com- 
munion did not diſcern the Lord's Body; 
they did not conſider the Nature of the Lords 
Supper, nor attend to its proper End and 
De gn but inſtead of keeping up the religi- 
.ous Purpoſe for which they appeared to come 
together, to ſhew forth the Lord's Death, hy 
a devout Remembrance of his Body broken, 
aud his Blood ſhed, for the Sins of the W 2 
. they 


be worthy of the leaſt of God's Mercies: but 


Denunciation againſt unworthy Receivers, 1 


* 125 
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4 


JF for the 1 
4 of the Lord's Supper. 1 | | 
Lered. muſt tend io remove ſuch Scruples. 
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IX they mide a luxurous and diforderly Feaſt, 


to the Diſtionour of God and the Contempt 


ot cheir poor Chriſtian Brethren. | Bat what 
X Reſemblance is there hetween this Cafe ard 


that which we are deſcribing?” Nay, how 


can the, Crime which the Corinthiaris were 


$i kh 


t be now committed? There is no 


Wiley o | 
orihien Church in our Days, of whatever 
Sector Profeſſion, in which due Care is not 


age ergo Arcs reſpective Cuſtoms, 
e regular and devout Celebration 
s Supper. This, if well confi- 


But the Unworthineſs that moſt prevails 


is not this voluntary Humility, which keeps 


in the next World are built wpob I 
ully pals their 
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rating that precious Death, If on ſome ſo- 
lemn Occaſion they find it proper to ſave 


not prepared. But what is their Notion of 
Sacramental Preparations ? What Steps have 
they taken towards it ? Theſe are Points 


Conſciences, and that not lightly, or as Diſ- 
ſemblers with God, but ſeriouſly and earn- 
eſtly, as highly concerning the Salvation of 
their Souls. And God grant that they may 
come to a timely and juſt Senſe of the Dan- 
ger of their Condition, and amending their 
Ways and their Doings, may walk in all the 
Commandments of the Lord, blameleſs! _ 


The holy Communion how ſacred ſoever 
in itſelf, or how abſtruſely ſoever it may be 
repreſented, will appear in a clear and true 
Light if you conſult your Bible and Com- 


Man examine himſelf, and ſo Jet him eat of 

that Bread and drink of that Cup; and the 
laſt Anſwer in the Church Catechiſm con- 
tains every Article of Examination that can 


-quire of Youth when come to Years of Diſ- 
cretion? What Time indeed can be ſo pro- 


the Sonl is free from any very foul Corrup- 
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tion, and voluntarily dedicated to the * ö 
e ora gh i 


_ Appearances, they then alled e that they are 


;which it imports them to put to their .] 


1 
mon- prayer Book. St Paul directs, Let a 


be neceſſary for that Purpoſe. And what 
can there be in this, which is too much to re- 


per to enter on this religious Duty, as when 


ever Difficulty may arife from delaying this 
regular Perſeverante in a very plain and eaſy 
Method, which I will take this Opportunity 
to recommend to both young and old; to the 


[ 
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of God by 2 ſolemm and explicit Engage- 
ment? It is only when the Conſcience is 


defiled by Habits of Sin, that Men are afraid 


look into themſelves, and to put off the 
| Taſk from Time to Time, arid thereby make 


it much the more burdenfome; But what- 


neceſſary Work, it might be prevented by a 


young, becauſe it cannot be begun too early; 


TJ and to the old, becauſe it ought not to be lef 
eff at any Time of Life. The Method 


ſpeak of is this. Every Night ſeriouſly ts 
review the Paſſages of the preceding Day j 
to call yourſelves to account not only fot 


every groſs Tranſgrefſion, but every Word 
6 == have ſpoken, and every Thought you 
bavewilfu 10 enterained in your Heart, which 


had any Tendency to Profaneſs, Malevo. 


I lence, or Impurity : Remembering however, 


that as in a moral Light nothing that is the 


Object of our Deſires and Deſigns is ſo {light 
as to be inſignificant, ſo on the other Hand, 
nothing that is not cheriſned and encouraged 


by the Inclination and Will is at all the 
Subject of Self. examination. Wandering 


Thoughts which dart into the Mind we 
| know not how, without our Concurrence, 


and paſs through it, or remain there without 


bur Approbation, are not in our Power to 


control, 
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control,, and conſequently cannot be charge- 
able to our Account. By the Diſcipline” | 1 
daily Self. examination in this rational Me-. 
thod, you will always know the true State 
ol your Souls, and by.reforming, as you find 
_ Occaſion, what is amiſs, you will never be 
unprepared for the Lord's Supper, but may 
_ always ſafely partake of it with humble Con- 
: hidence 1 inthe Merits of your bleſſed Saviour. 3 


Such as have neglekted to receive the holß 
Yoder each until they are advanced in Life, 
and then offer themſelves for Confirmation, 3 
if they have any rational Notion of the Of- 
ice, ought not only (as hath been recom- 
mended to the young) to communicate the 


very firſt Opp ortunity, but likewiſe to con- 
: — 3 with th — in the frequent and 1 4 
Uſe of that great Duty, which was appointed 
by Chriſt for the gra racious Purpoſe of ſirength- 4 
ening and refre ing the Soul, and making 
it more lively and : FRE in eyery Ac of 
Devotion and Obedience. | 1 


As 0 thoſe who have lines Pcs of 3 
the holy Communion, let them conſider that 
Confirmation is not deſigned for their Uſe. 
By receiving the Lord's Supper they have 
already ratified and renewed hes ir baptiſmal i 
: Vows, and as far as they live a ſuitable Life, 
may devout] expect every Benefit that can 
be received from this preparatory ES. Y 

na 


come unto a perf 
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And let them likewiſe who have been al. 


be 
"i 


ready Confirmed conſider, that it is not on- 


ly unneceſſary, but improper, to repeat a Ce- 
remony which is to ratify the Covenant made 


3 adminiſtered but once, there being but one 
aptiſm for the Remiſſion of Sins. What 


in Baptiſm; becauſe Baptiſm itfelf can be 


then is the Repeating of Confirmation, but 
laying again the Foundation, when you ought 
to be compleating the Superſtrutture, when 
vou 8 to be continually advancing from 


trengt 


to Srength, and endeavouring t. 
elt Man? 9 of 


1 VI. I come now in the laſt Place to ſpeak 
of e and Duties required and 
implied by this religious Rite. And they are 


moſt numerous and weighty ; being in Fact 


Ino leſs than all that you owe to God, your 


Neighbour and yourſelf. In fhort, the Ob. 
ligation you are about to take upon your- 

ſelf is that moſt comprehenſive one of lead. 
ing in all Reſpects (whatever Station or 
Condition you may be in) an holy and a 


Chriſtian Life; a Life of the moſt humble 
Reverence for the infinite Perfections of 


Cod, of Submiſſion to his Will, and of O- 
bedience to his Commands; a Life of Juſtice 
and Integrity in all your Dealings with 


others, of charitable Candor for their Faults 


and Compaſſion for their Wants; a Life of 


Temperance and Sobriety in the Uſe of the 
DOES | | good 


Santentment * 8 evil = 


Things, and and 


ſuch a 7 Government of your Tem. 1 


5 and Paſſions, as may, with the Divine 


eſſing, preſerve you from all Uncleaneſs of ? 
Fleſh and Spirit. By this Courſe. ou 7 2 


habitually dire all your Actions 1 
to the Glory of God, and b by Jour your 25 A» 
recommend and adorn the 105 3 

our Saviour in all Things. | 4H 


To be bound 40 ſo man Duties may p 
13 be reckoned a Burd n and Hardſ 
as we are hereby obliged to give up _ 5 
Pleaſures, which we ſee are ſo highly valued | 
and ea 25 purſued by others: and yet if | 
ae airly ſtated and rightly underſtood, it 
he contrary appear to be in Truth 
A Blefing and Happineſs, and moſt. heartily 
ought you to than] your, heavenly Father 
that he Nth thus called you to a State of Sal- 
vation. Senſual and Sinful Indul nes, 
how delufive ſoever they may be to 
give themſelves no Trouble to . Fn pa 
natural Effects and: Conſequences, cannot de- 
ceive thoſe who reflect that they are at the 
very beſt vain and tranſitory, and when en- 
qoied without Moderation or Reſtraint, pro- 
ductive of much real laſting Miſery. "Phey 
undermine the native Eaſe. and Tran quillny 


_ of your Mind; depriye you of the dei 
| \Conkcioulnels of the Divine Favor, 


upon 
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1 POR you ent Shame .and Remorſe, and 1 
moſt fearful 2 for of Judgment and 


1ndignatien af the laft Day. All this, I lay, is 
- he certain Effect of a wicked Life; whereas, 
14 


53 Ws 
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Son che other Hand, the proper Government 
Mf our Appetites and Paſſions, the ſubduing 
nordinate Luſts and keeping the ſeveral:Pow- 
rs and Faculties of the Mind under due Re- 
SSgulation and in Harmony with each other; 
(which is the Eſſence of practical Chriſtiani- 
y) is a certain Fund of Quietneſs and Com- 
bort in this Liſe, and Aſſurance of Happine 


or ever in that which is to come. _ 


Now ſeeing that it imports us in the high- 
eſt Degree to conſider well the infinite Dif- 
ference of thoſe two States, it muſt without 
Queſtion be an unſpeakable Advantage and 
Bleſſing to be apprized of that Difference 
betames : This is done by our Church in the 
Catechiſm, and you are now about to declare 
your thankful Acquieſcence in what is there 
required of you, as the Means of intitling 
yourſelves" to a bleſſed Immortality. And 
can that be purchaſed at too high a Rate? 
Remember -the Expoſtulation of Naaman's 
Servants, If the Prophet had bid thee do 
ſome great thing, wouldſt thou not have done 
it? How much rather then, when he faith 
unto thee, Waſh and: be clean?“ Hearken 
to the Miniſters of God when they explain 
his Word, and like Naaman, you N | 


A 


— 
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the Conditions there propoſed, you will. not 
fail to be convinced, as he was, of their Effi. 
eaſy. Conſider yourſelves as. temporary In. 
habitants of this World, but connected by 
dearer and more important Intereſts with the 
next. Suffer not the moſt diſtant Suſpiſion W 
to lodge in your Breaſt that God is an auſtere 
and rigorous Maſter : He is on the contrary, i 
the gracious, compaſſionate Lover of Souls. 
Receive not his Commandments with Reluc- 
tance, for they are not grevious ; but obey il 
them cheerfully, as intended for your Good il 
both here and hereafter. Look upon the En- 
gagement you are now to enter into, but as Wl 
the Commencement of your ſpiritual: Lie, 

- and take Care to lead the reſt of it according 
to this Begining. Reverence the excellent 
| Nature which God hath given you. De- 
3 ſcend not to any Practice that may pollute 
and debace it; but endeavour continually to 
grow in Grace and in Virtue. Conſider that | 
vou are made but a little lower than the An- 
els, and deſigned for Immortality and Glory. 

| : — your Creator in the Days of your 
| _ Youth. Acquaint yourſelves with God, and 
let him always before you: for he is always 
preſent with you. He is your Inſpe&or and 
Judge. Guard therefore againſt whatever 
| may at any Time tempt you to diſpleaſe 
him. Give not up your Virtue and Inno- 
ence, even in the flightef Inſtance. Be- 
ware of the Danger of Levity and Diſh- 
VE; | Pation. 
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vation. They will inſenſibly undermine that 

native Modeſty and Delicacy which God hath 

7 D planted in your Breaſt for a De- 
te 


nce againſt Sin. Under the Diſguiſe of 


TJ rrifling Indulgences are often concealed the 


Arts of Seduction, to which if you once 
conſent to liſten, you will be betrayed into 
the Power of the Enemy, and by little and 
little will be wretched Slaves to Corruption 


and Vice; the Powers of your Mind will be 
ſo enfeebled and diſabled that you cannot do 


the things that you would wiſh to do. You 
may ſee the Beauty and Excellency of Vir- 
tue; but you will nevertheleſs follow the 


moſt pernicious Courſes. This 1s the Ten- 
dency of giving Way on any Occaſion to 


what your Conſeience diſapproves. It is by 
Degrees, not all at once, that Men become 


deſperately Wicked. Guard then, I ſay, 


againſt Sin in its moſt diſtant Approaches. 
Let neither Faſhion, nor Example, nor any 
other Conſideration prevail on you to follow 
a Multitude to do Evil; but let your own 
religious Senſe of Things, your own Con- 
viction of what is right be the conſtant 


Rule of your Actions. When any criminal 


Pleaſures entice you, call to Mind how they 
were reliſted and ſubdued in the Vigor of 


- Youth by Joſeph, and ſay with the like effec- 


tual Abhorrence as he did, How can I do this 


great Wickedneſs and fin againſt God? Read 
t 


1e Holy Scriptures as every Chriſtian ought, 
carefully and daily, You will there find _ 
„ only 
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only Precepts for Your Direction, but Ex- 
amples for your Imitation. You will there | 
find that holy Men have actually walked with | 


God in this Life, and had their Converſation 


in Heaven, knowing that they could not 
hape to ſee God hereafter in his Glory, it 
they did not to the beſt of their Power endea- 


vour to imitate him here in his Purity and 
Holineſs. Keep Innocency then, I beſeech 
vou, and take Heed to the Thing that is 
right, for that anly will bring a Man Peace at 
J 


Truſt not, however, my beloved 'Chil- 
dren, to the Strength of your Reſolutions, 
or the Goodneſs of your own Hearts. We 
are at beſt but very weak Creatures, and tho' 
there are ſtill noble Remains of Perfection 
in which our firſt Parents were created, which 
appear in the Knowledge and Conviction of 
our Duty, yet in Practice we fatally experi- 
ence the Frailty and Corruption, which were 
introduced into our Frame 5 their Tranſgreſ- 
ſion. Our Intentions may be laudable; but 
our Endeavours to execute them are ſtrangly 
feeble and imperfect; and when we think we 
ſtand moſt ſecurely, we are frequently at that 
very Time moſt in Danger of falling. Call 
therefore earneſtly and conſtantly upon God 
for the aſſiſtance of his Grace, to defend and 
deliver you from all the Deceits ofthe World, 
the F leth and the Deyil. Be deligent and _ 
5 1 RIP | guar 
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gular in the Worſhip of God, both in your 
private Devotions and in the publick Service 
of the Church ; not forſaking (as the Manner 
of too many. is) the holy Table for which the 
Office of Confirmation, as I have ſhewn, is 
intended to prepare you. And I pray God, 
your Hearts may in Reality be ſo well 2 i 

ed, that you may fitly and devoutly ſhew 
Forth the Lord's Death, not only in that bleſſ- 
ed Sacrament, but in the whole Courſe of 
your Lives, Mortifying all corrupt Affecti- 
ons and Luſts, and Crucifying the whole Bo- 
dy of Sin. | 


This, my beloved Children in Chrift, is 
what I judged might be Uſeful to aſiſt you in 
preparing yourſelyves for receiving Confirma- 
tion. I have endeavoured to give you a juſt 
Senſe of the Nature and. Importance, the Be- 
nefits and Duties of this Inſtitution. If I 
have taken ſomewhat a larger Compaſs in my 
Diſcourſe than is uſual perhaps on the like 
Occaſion, it will not, I humbly truſt in God, 

e altogether unprofitable to you. To me it is 
not grie vous, to you it is ſafe. It was my 
Deſire. to furniſh you with ſolid Principles, 
by which the whole Tenor of your Chriſtian 
Conduct might be conſiſtently regulated; the 
Baſis of all which is ſuch an habitual Rever- 
ence for the Divine Preſence and Inſpection 
as may make you earneſt to approve your- 
ſelves to his all-ſeeing Eye in every — 
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1 Deſign, in every Occurrence in Life 
N t Nene of he Heart. G0 is 
the Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe, and 
there is no Event, whether eſteemed regular | 
and important, or caſual and accidental, that 
can happen in the World but by his Appoint- 
ment or Permiſhon. He knows all we do, 
or think. He 1s about our Path and about our 
Bed, and ſpieth out all aur Ways. Our go- 
0s out and our FR in, our downſitting 
and our uprifing are all open and manifeſt to 
him; no Organ of the Body, no Faculty of 
the Mind, no'poſſible Circumſtance. of our 

Being can be hid from his Knowledge, or 
elude his Cognizance. He therefore ought 
to be in all our Thoughts. A Regularity in 
the Morning and Evening Worſhip may by 
'fame be thought ſufficient. But Whoever 
wiſhes to confine his Intercourſe with his 
Maker to certain ſtated Returns, that Man's Re- 
ligion is vain. True Religion is a Vital Prin- 
ciple, and its Office is to direct and invigor- 
ate our whole Frame as well on ordinary, as 
on ſolemn Occaſions. The Fear and Love 
of God muſt be with our whole Mind and 
Strength and Soul, not only in the Duties 

of Religion, (though it would be happy for 
the World if they were better attended to) 
but in common Affairs of whatever Situation 
and Circumſtances we are placed in by his 

Divine Providence. And as amidſt the great 
Variety of Stations and Diſtinctions in the 

85 5 World, 
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Vorld, that which falls to any one's Share 
brings with it Duties more particularly per- 
— to himſelf, let me therefore point out 
o you ſuch Rules for the Regulation of your 
onduct as appear to me to be beſt adapted 
o your ref; 5 Ranks and Conditions. 
this I truſt will be kindly accepted as a 
arther Proof of my affeftionate Concern for 
your Spiritual and everlaſting Intereſt. | 


It will not be long, my good Children, be- 
ore you will be of Age to enter upon ſome 
pf the various Callings of the World, and to 
ill the Station for which Providence deſigns 
you, in the future Courſe of your Life. 
atever be that Station, you are now lay- 
ag the Foundation to fill it with Integrity. 
and Virtue ; and the Reſult of Integrity and 
irtue cannot but be Credit and Fappinels 
to yourſelves, and Benefit to the Public. 
If you are placed in a lower Station, do 
your Duty with Humility, Contentment and 
Diligence, as Servants of God and accounta- 
ble to him at laſt, for the Uſe of whatever Ta- 
lents he has intruſted you with, be they ever 
ſo few. That holy Providence that hath ap- 
. the ſeveral Orders and Conditions of 
Men, expects that we fulfil the reſpective Du- 
ties and Offices of the Situation we are placed 
in, according to the beſt of our Power. Idle- 
nels and Sloth are ſinful in every on. 1g 
a FO > 


the lower Stations, Labour and Diligence are 


indiſpenſably neceſſary. Your daily Bread 
cannot be had without them. Be not per- 
ſuaded to neglett the proper Buſineſs of your 
Calling and the Care of your Family upon 


any Ground whatever; No, not even that 


ou may have more Time for the Offices of 
evotion. Such a Principle is not a true, 
well-founded, but a miſtaken Reverence for 
3 They. who are thus led away for- 
get that to obey is better than Sacrifice; they 
forget that our Saviour condemns the Notion, 
that we are hetter heard for much ſpeaking. 
It is not by exceeding our Neighbours in the 
Number and Length of our Prayers, but by 
the Honeſty and Integrity of our Lives, that 
we can recommend- ourſelves to God. Be 
aſſured, that no Man can ſerve God more ac- 
ceptably, or provide more certainly for his 
ORs in the next World, than he- who 
carefully, and in the Fear of God, diſchargeth 


his Duty in ſome honeſt Employment in this. 


If your Lot be caſt among the higher Ranks, 
let me exhort you to uſe your Superiority 
with Thankfulneſs to him who giveth you 
richly all Things to enjoy; with due Go- 
vernment of your Paſſions and Deſires; with 
.obliging Courteſy and Affability to your In- 
feriors; with Compaſſion and Charity to the 
diſtreſſed; with paternal Care of thoſe who 

in the lower Employments, depend on you 
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r Bread; and with Benefit to all as far as 


your Influence can reach. Inſtead of pre- 
faming on your Abilities , to do Miſchief 


(which is no better than being a wild Beaſt to 
your Fellow Creatures) remember that true 
Dignity is to be maintained only by doing 
Good, and Reſpe& is to be gained only by 
making thoſe Talents, with which Divine 
Providence hath been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 
you, the Means of a general Bleſling. 


If your Station be in the middle Rank, that 
is happily free from the Temptations and Evils 
of either Extreme, and was prefer'd by wiſe . 
and pious Agur on that Account; and x Ss 
the Support of ſuch a State requires the Ex- 
ertion of Induſtry and Diligence, Frugality 
and Carefulneſs, be thankful . that with this 
Exertion you can acquire all the eſſential 
Comforts of Life. Aim not; at Thungs tao 
high for you, but with Modeſty and Sobriety 
conform to the Circumſtances of your Situa- 
ation; apply to your Buſineſs with due Dili- 
gence, whether 1t be your Farm, or your 
Merchandize, Whatſover thine Hand find- 
eth to do, do it with all thy Might. But take 
Heed at the ſame Time, that 1 5 Hearts be 
not engroſſed by the Cares and Riches of this 
Life. For, they will lay you open to the 


Temptations of Fraud and Diſhoneſty. In all 


your Dealings let this great Truth be upper- 


molt in your Minds, that you have a Soul jo 
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de ſaved, as well as a Fortune to make. Set 
not your Hearts on the Profits and Pleaſure 
| this World can give, were it poflible you 
Could obtain them all. For, what ſhall it pre. 
4 fit a Man if he ſhould gain the whole World 
a and loſe his own Soul? 'Conſider'yourſelve; 
4 made for nobler Enjoyments than this 
World can beſtow. Seek therefore before al 
Things the Kingdom of God and his Righte- 
ouſneſs, and (as the wife Son of Siraeh ex. 
. horts) Glorify your Soul in Meekneſs, and 
give it Honour according to the Dignity 
thereof. (Ecclus. x. 28.) | 


To this Advice for your Conduct in that 
State of Life to which it ſhall pleaſe God 
*refpettively to call you, let me take this Oc. 
caſion to add a Word or two, in which all 
Who hear me are concerned whatever be their 
Condition and Circumſtances. What I mean 
to ſay is in Behalf of the Church, of which 
by your own ſolemn Act you are now to de- 
clare yourſelves to be Members. Let me en- 
treat you, when you ſhall be ſettled in the 
World, that you will retain in your Mind: 
due Senſe of the Purity and Exeellency of 
that Church to which you belong; that you 
will retain a = Love and Regard for its 
Doctrine and Conſtitution, and-a becoming 
_ Zeal for its Welfare and Proſperity. We are 

ſurrounded by thoſe who bear no good Will 
to this our Sion. It is che more neceſſary for 


her 
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er Sons 10 land up in her Defence, andio 
heriſh her Eftabliſhment ; not indeed with 
illiberal Party Spirit, but although with 
rotherly Indulgence to the Prejudices of o- 
hers, yet with a warm Affection for the Prin- 


iples in which you were educated and con- 
thuWirmed, with due Regard for the Miniſters 
e a Whether ſuperior, or inferior, of that Church 
hte · pf which you are profeſſed Members; to eſ- 


eem them very highly in Love for their 

ork ſake, and in Conſequence and Teſti- 
mony of that Love, to reſpect their Perſons, 
d kindly to protect them in the Enjoyment 
pf their Rights and Properties. e deſire, 


tha not to have Dominion over your Faith, but 

odo be Helpers of your Joy. Let not our Mo- 

Oe. eration perverſſy become the Occaſion of 
all our Luke warmneſs and Indi fference towards 


1s, No: my beloved, we look for better 
hings from you. As Ours is the only 
hurch to which you can have Recourſe for 
onfirmation (in a rational Scriptural Way) 
e truſt that you will keep this in Remem- 


the rance, and in Proportion to the Earneſtneſs 
d a with which you have now deſired the Bleſ- 

of Wing which we humbly truſt, will, by God's 
ou Grace, accompany this Rite, you will bear a 


good Will, as well as to them who inſtruct 
and prepare you for it, as to thoſe who are 
are Wappointed to confer it. In particular we en- 
ill ¶ treat you to remember us in your Prayers, 
for i and to implore a Bleſſing upon all the O _ 
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1 A DISCOURSE, ae, 


_ of our 8 Yo thet as it is eſtabliſhed 

Law of the Land, upon the beſt Mod 

of Antiquity, it may pleaſe God to contim 
it for Ages, an Example to other Chriſt 
Churches, both in the Purity of its Dori: 
the Moderation of its Diſcipline, and 

; Exoellency ot the 2912 of 1 its Members. | 
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